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Law and Order

Govt may have to use air power against Naxals: Chidambaram

A day after Maoists massacred 76 security personnel in a bloody ambush, home minister P
Chidambaram paid homage to the dead and said there was need to "stay calm and hold
nerves" in taking on ultras who he said saw the state as an "enemy" and the conflict, a "war".

In a significant departure, Chidambaram said while the government had refrained from using
air power against Maoists, the situation could change. "At present there is no mandate to use
the air force or any aircraft. But, if necessary, we will have to revisit the mandate to make
some changes.”

Rs 20-lakh theft in just half an hour

The house of a multinational company employee in an apartment complex along the
expressway has been struck by thieves who decamped with jewellery and other valuables
worth over Rs 20 lakh in just half-an-hour time.

The theft took place at flat No. 604 in Supertek Apartments at Sector 93. The house belongs
to one Ajay Rastogi, an employee of a multinational company in Gurgaon.

On the day of the theft, Ajay and his son had left for office and school, respectively. Around
2 pm, Ajay’s wife, Roopali, went to the market in Sector 50. When she returned around 2.30
pm, she found the door of the house ajar. The locks were broken and the house was
ransacked. Roopali immediately informed Ajay, who advised her not to touch anything. He
then informed the Noida police. According to Ajay, apart from other things, the intruders
decamped with jewellery worth Rs 20 lakh.
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Portuguese girl robbed in train leaves India

A Portuguese national was physically attacked and robbed of her handbag containing travel
money and documents aboard the Mandovi Express, which terminates at CST, on Tuesday
night. Anna Maria D’Souza (25), who sustained injuries on her throat and neck after the
attack, is a student from Carcavelos in Portugal and was returning to Mumbai after a brief
stay in Goa.

Around 9.30 am, the victim and a friend boarded the Mandovi Express from Margao in Goa.




They had reserved two seats. Around 8.55 pm, she went to the common wash-basin. At the
time, she was carrying her handbag with her.’

As D’Souza was returning to her seat, a man standing near the door of the train gestured to
her. She had seen this man all along. He then said ‘Madam, come here,” She approached him
to find out what was wrong. But he suddenly lunged at her throat. The assailant snatched her
handbag and jumped off the train as it slowed down before Thane station.

D’Souza’s handbag contained Rs 2,000, her Portuguese passport, visa, debit card, identity-
card, a Sony camera valued at Rs 10,000 and a cellphone. When the train finally pulled into
Dadar station, she approached a home guard who directed her to the Dadar GRP chowky.
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Power shutdown today

Power supply will be suspended for maintenance work on Thursday from 9 am. to 5 p.m. in
the following areas.

Kalmandapam: Kalmandapam and surrounding areas, Shaik Maistry Street, G.M. Pettal,
Flag Staff Street, Lotus Ramasamy Street and Tondiarpet and surrounding areas.




Kadaperi: MEPZ, West Tambaram, G.S.T. Road, Kadaperi, Sembakkam, Chitlapakkam,
Rural (Tambaram and Thiruneermalai) and parts of Tambaram Sanatorium.

Avadi: Avadi, Thirumullaivoyal, Railway Nagar, Vaishnavi Nagar, Police Quarters,
Manikandapuram, Balaji Nagar, Sivasakthi Nagar and Avadi Telephone Exchange.

Ramasamy Salai: K.K. Nagar 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th, 9th,10th and11th Sectors, Munnusamy
Salai, Nesapakkam, Ramasamy Salai, Alagiri Salai, Rasamannar Salai, Lakshmanasamy Salai
and parts of Ashok Nagar.

Park Town: E.K. Agraharam Street, Ravana lyer Street, Mint Street, Issac Street, Venku
Chetty Lane, Paramasivam Street, Thanjai Murugappa Street and Nainiappa Naicken Street.

Flower Bazaar: Rattan Bazaar, Devaraj Mudali Street, N.S.C. Bose Road, Venkatachala
Mudali Street and Lane, Mint Street, Ayyapillai Street, Luckmadoss Street, Rasappa Chetty
Street, Pethu Naicken Street and Memorial Hall Street.

Sowcarpet Central: Godown Street, Govindappa Naicken Street, Thambu Chetty Street,
Krishna lyer Street, Narayana Mudali Lane, Perumal Mudali Street and Mint Street.

Esplanade: Prakasam Salai, Stringer Street, Annapillai Street, N.S.C. Bose Road, S.K. Nagar
and Burma Bazaar.
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Old city clashes: death toll rises to three; Old city peaceful, curfew to be
relaxed for the same period today

The old city remained peaceful on Wednesday even as a 48-year-old man, who was attacked
with knives at Falaknuma on March 29, died at Osmania General Hospital while undergoing
treatment, taking the death toll in communal clashes to three.




The victim was battling for life for past 10 days at Osmania General Hospital and succumbed
to his injuries in the evening. He was returning to his house in Shivaganga Nagar of
Chatrinaka on a bike when a mob attacked him with knives near Rajesh Medical Hall at
Shahalibanda crossroads.

He sustained two deep cuts below the chest and was rushed to the Osmania General Hospital.
The same day, a contract worker of HDFC Bank was killed after a mob attacked him while he
was travelling in the office van along with the driver at Shahalibanda.

No untoward incident was reported during relaxation of curfew from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. on
Wednesday in all the areas of 25 police stations. Curfew would be relaxed for the same
period on Thursday as well. The Afzalgunj police have arrested two persons in connection
with the communal clashes.
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Seized explosives were for Maoists

The huge caches of explosives, seized by Bihar police from different parts of the state and
Jharkhand during the past few days, were mostly pushed into the state from Avadi in Pune
and Srikakulam in Andhra Pradesh.

This was disclosed to interrogators by the four persons who were nabbed in Rohtas following
seizure of a large quantity of ammonium nitrate. Though Bihar police are yet to get to the
bottom of the case, they are now convinced that the explosives were to be supplied to




Maoists.

Over one lakh kg of ammonium nitrate was recovered from Patna, Gaya, Rohtas, and Bokaro
(Jharkhand) following raids which started on November 7, 2009.
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Rebels threaten repeat of Dantewada

Orissa Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik’s office yesterday on Wednesday received a fresh
threat e-mail from suspected Maoists who warned a repeat of Dantewada-type massacre in
the state. The e-mail sent from pgla.Ocac.In landed at the chief minister’s official e-mail
account yesterday afternoon. This is the second threat e-mail received by Patnaik’s office
within a fortnight.

Asking the Orissa government to stop anti-Maoists operation in Koraput and Malkangiri, the
e-mail claimed that they had been successful in eliminating 11 security personnel by
triggering a land mine blast at Baipariguda on Sunday.

The e-mail sender also threatened to paralyse Orissa government's official website. The
recent e-mail came at a time when the Orissa police was yet to identify its sender.
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Bank employees held in cheating case
A sum of Rs 32 lakh was allegedly misappropriated by employees of a private bank from the
account of a customer.

The alleged fraud came to light when the customer Surinder Singh a resident of Anandpur
Kalour , wanted to withdraw the amount for getting a plot registered on his name.

The police has rounded up a former manager of the bank for questioning. Statements of
Surinder Singh were also recorded and further investigations were on.

Surinder Singh said he had opened an account in Kotak Mahindra bank in Phase Il B 2 here
about four years ago. From time to time he kept depositing money in the bank, totalling Rs 32
lakh . He said on March 28 he talked to the bank manager for withdrawing the amount as he
needed it for the registration of a plot but was told to approach the bank only on April 1, as
the amount could not be withdrawn due the closing of the financial year. He again went to the
bank on April 3, but to his shock he was told that there was only Rs 12,000 in his account.
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BJP calls for Jammu bandh on April 9

Even as the NC - Congress coalition has decided to amend some clauses of the controversial
Bill on inter-district recruitment, the BJP has given a call for Jammu bandh on April 9 against
the move of the government to “snatch” the constitutional rights of reserved categories,
especially the Scheduled Castes (SCs),the Scheduled Tribes (STs) and Other Backward
Classes (OBCs).

Various organisations have also offered support to the bandh call given by the BJP on this
controversial issue. The Bill to ban-inter district recruitment has already been tabled in the
Assembly on April 5 for consideration and the government has decided to pass it on April 9
with some amendments, especially to make a provision of reservation for SCs.
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Naxals fire at CRPF camp, no casualties, Dantewada, Chattisgarh

Naxals yesterday night fired at a CRPF camp in Dantewada district of Chhattisgarh defying
stepped-up security in the wake of Tuesday’s bloodiest-ever attack on security forces.

The Naxals fired four rounds at the CRPF camp in Palampalli village which was promptly
retaliated by the security personnel, DGP, Chhattisgarh, Viswa Ranjan said. The Naxals fled
after the retaliatory fire in which no casualties were reported.
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Thai PM declares state of emergency in Bangkok
Thailand's embattled premier declared a state of emergency in Bangkok yestreday after
protesters stormed parliament in a dramatic escalation of their bid to topple the government.

Lawmakers fled and several senior government figures were airlifted by military helicopter
after red-shirted supporters of ousted premier Thaksin Shinawatra forced their way into the
country's parliamentary compound.

In an effort to contain the crisis, Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva invoked emergency rule,
which bans public gatherings of more than five people and gives broad powers to the police
and military.
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