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Law and Order

50-yr-old housewife shot for resisting chain-snatching

A 50-year-old housewife, resident of Alpha Il in Greater Noida, tried to fight off bike-borne
chain snatchers on Tuesday night, and was shot by them when she resisted.

On Wednesday morning, about 200 Greater Noida residents blocked the Greater Noida-Noida
Expressway, at Pari Chowk in Greater Noida, for about two hours, in protest against what
they called sky-rocketing crime in Greater Noida.

The victim Asha Pande had gone to the temple near their society at about 8.45pm on
Tuesday. Her daughter, Anjul, was also with her. When the two were walking back to
Parsvnath society, two men came on a motorcycle and tried to snatch her gold chain. When
Rekha resisted, the pillion rider got off the bike to pull off her chain and in the scuffle that
ensued, both hit the ground.

Finally, the man who was still on the motorcycle, shot Rekha in her back. The accused then
fled without taking the chain. Hearing the gunshot a crowd gathered and Rekha was taken to
Navin Hospital.

Jeweller robbed of Rs 66-lakh items

Yet another jeweller was robbed by four bike-borne men last evening. The robbers fled with
jewellery and diamond worth Rs 66 lakh. The incident took place in Geeta Colony. The
robbery comes just a day after a jeweller was robbed of about Rs 30-lakh gold in Laxmi
Nagar around 12 pm.

Gupta's bike accidentally hit a bike at the Geeta Colony flyover. When he stopped to say
sorry, the bikers started demanding compensation. Even as he was busy arguing with them,
other bike-borne men decamped with his bag containing the jewellery

Anti-naxal operations in Lalgarh to continue

The Centre is likely to continue with the joint forces deployed in the Maoist-dominated
Lalgarh area in West Bengal, not bowing to the demand made by the Trinamool Congress, a
constituent of the United Progressive Alliance government.

Trinamool Congress has been demanding that the joint forces be withdrawn as the ruling Left
Front cadres and joint forces were “committing atrocities” in the name of tackling Maoists.
However, the Centre considered it more of a “political statement” ahead of the Assembly
polls in West Bengal.
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Water supply to be hit today

Water supply to the southern, western and eastern parts of the city may be affected on
Thursday. The Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board (BWSSB) officials claimed that
it was due to technical problems in the pumps of the Cauvery 4th Stage, 1st Phase.

Officials said that the pumps malfunctioned at around 3 p.m. on Wednesday. Though the
pumps were repaired by the end of the day, the officials claimed that water supply would be
hit in areas that were to receive water supply between 3.30 p.m. on Wednesday and 10 a.m.
on Thursday.
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Cases of cons duping housewives on the rise

Cases of unsuspecting housewives being swindled by conmen, who approach them under the
pretext of polishing gold and silver ornaments and later make away with the articles, are on
the rise in the city.

Over the last two days, at least three complaints related to such offences were reported from
areas under the jurisdiction of Kothrud, Vishrantwadi and Pimpri police stations, leaving the
cops clueless about how to curb such incidents.
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Traffic diversions in city

Traffic diversions and options have been put in place in view of construction of underground
drains and cable ducts on Mahatma Gandhi Marg, Hindi Sansthan, Balmiki Marg, Trilokinath
Road, Darulshafa, Mayfair and Hazratganj areas.

The construction work is being carried out as part of the beautification project for Hazratganj
and Lalbagh areas.

The traffic department of the Lucknow police has urged the commuters going towards
Hazratganj from Pariwartan Chowk to take a left turn from KD Singh Babu Stadium, and
then again left from the State Bank of India tri-section towards Saharaganj on Sapru Marg to
reach their destinations.

Similarly, those going to Pariwartan Chowk from Hazratganj should take BN Marg, Lalbagh
route from Royal Hotel.
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Ransom paid, abducted kid back home

Kidnappers of Arnav Bansal, a one-and-a-half year-old boy, released him on Wednesday
afternoon reportedly after taking ransom of Rs 20 lakh from his family. He was abducted
from his house in Sector 7 a day earlier.

However, Panchkula police and Arnav's family members kept denying that money had been
paid to secure his return.

Kidnappers had originally demanded Rs 1 crore as ransom.

They finally settled for Rs 20 lakh, said sources in the police, who added the ransom was
given in Derabassi and Arnav released in Sector 25, Panchkula.

Cops fail to crack abduction cases:
Still without any clue in three kidnapping incidents that occurred in the town during the past
two years, cracking such cases appears to have become the Achilles’ heel of the local police.

The police has so far failed to solve last year’s cases in which a two-year-old child, Jiya, and
a local realtor, Deepak Rai Sagar, were kidnapped. Even though the families of the one-and-
a-half-year old boy, Arnav, who was abducted from the courtyard of his house in Sector 7
yesterday evening, as well as those of Jiya were able to get their wards released after
reportedly paying huge ransoms there has been no headway yet in the abduction of Sagar.

With a population of about six lakh, having two national highways and bordering two states
and a union territory, Panchkula district has emerged as a soft target for kidnappers.
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Bandh hits life in Valley

While no curfew restrictions were imposed in any part of the Kashmir valley yesterday, life
was adversely affected due to the bandh called by the hardline faction of the Hurriyat
Conference.

All shops and business establishments remained closed across the Valley. The Hurriyat
Conference faction led by Syed Ali Geelani has been spearheading the agitation with the
issuance of protest calendars against the alleged atrocities by the security forces. It had earlier
issued a 10-day calendar from September 27 till yesterday.

It has already come out with a fresh protest calendar, which will be implemented from today
till October 16.

The Hurriyat had exempted transport services from the bandh in view of the annual Urs of
Sheikh Noor-ud-Din that was observed yesterday as the government had ordered a holiday on
the occasion.

However, some private schools were open.

The police here said while the curfew restrictions across the Valley were lifted,these
continued in the Palhalan area of Baramulla.

In the morning, some miscreants resorted to stone throwing at Kara lane in Batamaloo.
However, they were chased away by the police.
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2 women die of swine flu

Two women died due of swine flu in the city during the last two days. While 35-year-old
Elizabeth, a resident of Mantur Road died on Tuesday night, Wrunda Athawala of Keshwapur
breathed her last on Wednesday morning.
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Twin Qaida strikes hit Yemen
Suspected al-Qaida militants attacked two western targets in Yemen on Wednesday, firing a
rocket at a senior British diplomat's car and killing a Frenchman at a gas and oil installation.

The attacks bore the hallmarks of al-Qaida , which has threatened to strike against western
targets and the Yemeni government, which declared war on the group's local arm after it
claimed a failed attack on a US-bound airliner in December.
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