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Petrol pumps strike on April 9 
The Federation of All-India Petroleum Traders has announced a complete shutdown of all 

petrol pumps in the Capital on April 9 in protest against the Delhi Government's decision to 

hike VAT on diesel from 12.5 per cent to 20 per cent, which it termed as the highest in the 

country. 

 

In a statement, Federation general secretary Ajay Bansal said nearly 400 petrol pumps 

affiliated to it would observe a complete shutdown. 
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DGP to rattled ranks: Brace for the worst 
Brace for the worst and shoot if you are shot at, Bengal DGP Bhupinder Singh told his men 

after the Dantewada massacre on Tuesday. 

 

The Maoist brutality in Chhattisgarh sent shockwaves through the Bengal police ranks, more 

so after reports came in that a group of heavily armed Maoists had entered Purulia from 

neighbouring states. All camps and police stations on the border and in the Maoist-affected 

districts of Purulia, Bankura and West Midnapore have been put on maximum alert. 

 

Considering the gruesome nature of the Chhattisgarh ambush, the administration went all out 

to ensure forces deployed in anti-Maoist operations in Bengal were not rattled. “The incident 

does not increase the threat our forces have been facing. Our security personnel have been 

working in difficult situations and they have been under such threats and danger for years,” 

chief secretary Asok Mohan Chakrabarti said. 
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Security review 
A security review meeting was held in Chennai on Tuesday in the backdrop of the recce done 

by David Coleman Headley on civilian and Armed Forces establishments with specific 

reference to the threat perception to Defence Services Staff College (DSSC), Wellington. 

 

Mock hijack drill conducted 
A mock hijack was conducted at the Chennai airport on Tuesday to check the efficacy of 

contingency plan to handle such situations and to check the preparedness of various agencies 

involved during such emergencies. 

 

Under the programme an Air India flight acted as an „affected airline'. While it was flying on 

an international sector it was hijacked and diverted to Chennai. 

 

When the aircraft landed at the Chennai airport with pilot, crew and the passengers including 

the hijackers, it was positioned on a designated isolated parking stand. Anti-hijacking control 

room was activated. 

 

Negotiations with the hijackers were simulated by Suburban Police and at that time a few 

hostages were released by the hijackers. They were taken to emergency medical centre for 

first aid. Later they were shifted to „hostage reception centre', which was established at the 

international terminal. 

 

The exercise lasted for nearly an hour. After the completion of exercise, a de-briefing 

meeting was held. 

The whole exercise was meant to check the efficacy of Contingency plan. 
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Power shutdown today 
Power supply will be suspended for maintenance work on Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

in the following areas. 

 

T. Nagar Central: Rajamannar Street, G.N. Chetty Road, Panagal Park, Rajachari Street, 

Bazullah Road, Gopalakrishna Iyer Street, Thyagaraya Road, Deenadayalan Street, Srinivasa 

Street, Raman Street, Usman Road, Rajabather Street, Gopalakrishnan Street, Lodigan Street, 

Giriappa Road, Duraisamy Road, Vijayaragavachari Street, Dr. Nair Road, North Boag Road, 

Basudev Street, Jagadambal Street, Singaravelu Street, Raja Street, Nana Street, North 

Crescent Street, Arcot Road, Sivagnanam Street, Daniel Street, Lakshmi Colony, Saravana 

Street, Neelakanda Street, Jagadeesan Street, Vaidyaraman Street, Thanikachalam Road, 

Melony Road, Bhagavandam Street, Crescent Park Street, Mylai Ranganathan Street, 

Mooparappan Street, Rajambal Street, Venkatnarayana Street and Moosa Street. 

 

Raj Bhavan: Tamil Nadu Housing Board, Raj Bhavan Colony, Kannigapuram, Periyar 

Nagar, Ambedkar Nagar, Indira Gandhi Nagar, Vandikaran Road, Nehru Nagar, 

Kamarajapuram, Muthiyal Street, Renganathan Street, Bashyam Layout, Narasingapuram, 

Velachery Main Road, Sardar Patel Road, Race Course Road, Chakrapani Road and parts of 

Mount Road. 

 

Vyasarpadi: MKB Nagar, Central and East Cross Streets, Vasantham Nagar, John Kennedy 

Nagar, Palla Street, Sathyamoorthy Nagar and Vyasar Nagar. 



 

 

 

Sembium: M.P.M. Street, Thiru Vi Ka Street, Subramani Nagar, Gowthamapuram Housing 

Board, Jawahar Road, Ramana Nagar, Periyar Nagar and Streets, Veera Pandian Street, 

Sathya Vani Muthu Nagar and parts of Madhavaram High Road. 

 

Thirumullaivoyal: Women SIDCO Industrial Estate, Red Hills, Kollumedu, Arikkambedu, 

Pothur, Kannadapalaym, Vellanur and Lakshmipuram. 
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Red alert sounded across State 
A red alert has been sounded across Andhra Pradesh and security stepped up for Chief 

Minister K. Rosaiah, Ministers, MPs, MLAs, MLCs and other VIPs in the wake of the 

ghastly killing of over 70 CRPF personnel in an ambush by naxalites in Dantewada district of 

Chhattisgarh on Tuesday. 

 

All VIPs have been advised to avoid travel for some time and stay put at their place. 

 

As part of the beefed up security, special attention was being given to those known to have 

been on the hit list of the extremists. These steps were being taken in a bid to prevent them 

from facing any kind of risk from the naxalite cadres operating in the State. 

 

The check-posts and vulnerable points on the borders with other States, particularly 

Chhattisgarh, have been strengthened with deployment of Greyhounds, the anti-naxalite elite 

force, to prevent infiltration of ultras. 

 

Police deployment was also enhanced at the Secretariat here and around important 

Government offices in districts, especially those bordering Orissa such as Visakhapatnam, 

Vizianagaram and Srikakulam. Curbs were imposed on entry into the Secretariat and visitors 

with passes were allowed after frisking. 

 



 

 

There was elaborate security to the Chief Minister during his visit to Mahabubnagar to lay the 

foundation stone for the Rs. 864-crore World Bank-aided rural drinking water project. 

Uniformed men occupied every vantage point of the roads and even shops were closed. 

 

 

Old city back to normality 
All localities in the jurisdiction of 25 curfew-clamped police stations remained peaceful on 

Tuesday prompting the authorities to relax curfew for 12 hours on Wednesday. 

The curfew would be relaxed from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. No untoward incident was reported in any 

part of the curfew imposed areas from Monday midnight till late on Tuesday night. 
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Mumbai-bound bus passengers robbed; 5 hurt 
Four men armed with air guns robbed 40 passengers of a Kolhapur-Mumbai private luxury 

bus on the Satara-Pune highway, near Kesurde phata, around 1.30 am on Tuesday.  

 

A 52-year-old passenger from Mumbai, who tried to resist the robbery attempt, sustained a 

pellet injury in his stomach after one of the culprits fired at him with the air gun. Four others, 

including two drivers of the Borivali-bound bus, also sustained injuries in the incident.  

 

The suspects fled with booty, including jewellery and cash, totally valued at Rs 1.82 lakh. 
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Businessman shot dead in Patna 
A businessman was robbed and shot dead by unidentified assailants in Patna. Radheyshyam 

Agarawal, who owns a wholesale medicine business, was shot dead late Monday at Govind 

Mitra Road when he was returning home. 

 

According to police, the criminals snatched a bag full of money from Agarawal after shooting 

him and fled. The incident has sent shockwaves among businessmen and traders here. 
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Hoax call sent Police into a tizzy 
An anonymous call, tipping off a senior police officer that bombs were planted at a car 

showroom on Shahnajaf Road and La Martiniere Girls‟ College (LMGC) sent the district 

police into a tizzy on Tuesday afternoon. 

 

Bomb disposal squads (BDSs), anti-sabotage teams (ASTs), dog squads and teams of 

explosive experts apart from eight battalions were roped in from the 32nd battalion of 

Provincial Armed Constabulary (PAC) to screen virtually every inch of the sprawling college 

campus and the showroom. 

 

As the over two-hour exercise continued, top cops watched their moves with bated breaths 

while hundreds of scared students, parents, teachers and a visibly nervous college 

management waited with their fingers crossed. 

 

It was not before 4:30pm that the experts gave an “all clear” signal and everyone present on 

the scene, and those who had left as well, heaved a sigh of relief. But, it took longer to clear 

the traffic jam near the car showroom at Shah Najaf Road and the college campus that 

connects to La Plas on Shahnajaf Road side and the swimming pool compound on the Moti 

Mahal lawns end. 

 

The main cause of the traffic jam around the campus that continued longer than the usual was 

that the traffic towards the showroom and campus gates was restricted as police tried to get 

the two premises vacated as a precautionary measure. 
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Mystery fever in Panchkula identified 
An undiagnosed disease, which has been baffling the residents of the city during the past 

about three weeks, has now been identified as paratyphoid-A. 



 

 

 

Six persons have been identified to be suffering from the disease. 

 

The main cause of the spread of this disease has been attributed to the mixing of sewage in 

the underground drinking water pipes. 
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Security forces intensify vigil in Srinagar 
Apprehending more militant strikes in Srinagar city ahead of the shifting of the civil 

secretariat from Jammu to Srinagar, the security agencies have increased vigil in the city and 

intensified frisking on various approach roads to the city. 

 

Passenger and private vehicles are being stopped at various places on the connecting roads 

and the national highway to Srinagar and passengers and luggage are being thoroughly 

checked. To keep it a secret, the frisking points are chosen randomly and the Army and police 

personnel frisk passengers by asking them to come out of their vehicles. 

 

There are inputs that ahead of the shifting of the civil secretariat to Srinagar from Jammu, 

militants are planning a major terror strike in Srinagar city. So, Police have intensified vigil 

and are frisking people as part of that. 

 

The Army too had warned that the militants were planning to launch a major attack in the city 

so as to show their presence and boost the morale of their cadres. 

 

Strike hits health services in Jammu 
Another series of strikes at government hospitals, which are already facing staff crunch, has 

slowed down their functioning dismally, barring emergency services. In the city alone, GMC 

Hospital has put in place some arrangements to run its services but these are not sufficient. 

Barring emergency services, the rest of services had been badly affected by the strike. 
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Maoists Massacre 74 CRPF men, Jharkhand 
In their deadliest attack on paramilitary forces yet, Maoist rebels killed 74 members of the 

Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) and two policemen from the Chhattisgarh police, and 

destroyed an Armoured Personnel Carrier (APC) in the early hours of Tuesday in Dantewada 

district. 

 

The attack took place in the Mukrana forest, about 540 km southeast of the State capital 

Raipur. Seven injured personnel were evacuated by helicopter to the Maharani Hospital in 

Jagdalpur. 
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Magnitude 7.8 quake hits Indonesia, tsunami watch issued 
A major 7.8-magnitude quake hit Indonesia's northern Sumatra early on Wednesday, US 

seismologists said, triggering a local tsunami watch. 

 

The quake struck at a depth of 46 kilometres, just off northern Sumatra, at 5:15am (0345 

IST), according to the US Geological Survey (USGS).  

 

The Pacific Tsunami Warning Center issued a watch for local tsunamis but said a widespread 

destructive tsunami was not expected. 

 

Indonesia sits on the Pacific "Ring of Fire," where the meeting of continental plates causes 

high volcanic and seismic activity.  

 



 

 

A massive tsunami hit Indonesia and other countries in the Indian Ocean rim in 2004, killing 

about 220,000 people, most of them in Aceh province in northern Sumatra. 

 

49 dead as blasts rip through Baghdad 
At least five bombs ripped through apartment buildings across Baghdad yesterday on 

Tuesday and another struck a market, killing 49 people and wounding more than 160. 

 

Iraqi officials blamed al-Qaida in Iraq insurgents for the violence — the latest sign the 

country's fragile security is dissolving in the chaos of the unresolved election. 

 

It was the fourth set of attacks with multiple casualties across Iraq in five days, a spate of 

violence that has claimed more than 100 lives. Attacks have spiked as political leaders 

scramble to secure enough support to form a government after the March 7 elections failed to 

produce a clear winner. 
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