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Law and Order

Minor fire in Delhi's Palika Bazar

A fire broke out in a shop in Palika Bazar in Connaught Place here Wednesday. No one has
been injured in the blaze.

The fire was reported from a garments shop around 10 a.m. near Gate number 2 in the Palika
Bazar.

Three fire tenders were rushed to the spot and fire was doused. The cause of blaze is not
known yet but it seems to be a case of short circuit.

Help desks to give security to women

The Delhi Commission for Women (DCW) will run help desks at various places in the
Capital to provide safety to women during the Commonwealth Games. The desks are likely
to come up by May. DCW chairperson Barkha Singh said in a press conference.

She said that the commission put help desks at railway stations, airports, hospitals, hotels to
Games venues and places that would attract the maximum attention and response. If the idea
clicked, the desks might stay even after the mega-event.
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Woman held for using fake credit card
A woman who allegedly tried to use a fake credit card to purchase gold jewellery in a shop in
T. Nagar was detained by the Mambalam police on Tuesday.

According to police sources, J. Manjula (34) of Kundrathur selected a three-sovereign gold
chain and offered to pay with her credit card. When the cashier asked for proof of
identification, the woman said she did not have one on hand.

On swiping the card in the electronic data capturing machine, it became evident that Manjula
was using a fake credit card. The shop staff alerted the Mambalam police who took custody
of the woman. The accused told investigators that one Manoj had given her seven fake credit
cards to purchase gold jewellery and give him a share.
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Call for protest

Telugu Desam, CPI and CPI (M) have called upon party cadres, sympathisers and supporters
to participate in the proposed protest demonstrations at all mandal offices in Vizianagaram
district against rise in prices of petrol and diesel on March 6.

Addressing a joint press conference on Wednesday, P. Kameswara Rao, CPI district secretary
said the Centre or the State government did not taken any steps to control the price, despite
many protests.
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Law & Order

Passport employees to strike work

The staff and employees of the local passport office will strike work for two days from
Thursday to press their demands. The call for strike has been given by the All India Passport
Employees' Association.

President of the local unit of the association Manish Jaiswal said that the employees are
agitating for their demands, including increase in staff strength, no privatization of passport
system and for deployment of employees in embassies or missions abroad or merger of
passport organization with ministry of external affairs and finally removal of anomaly in pay
scale of superintendents.
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Bombs found in Kansal; probe begins
After three live bombs were found at Kansal village in Mohali yesterday while levelling the
ground at a vacant plot, the police has started the investigation.

Bhupinder Singh, an NRI, informed the police yesterday on spotting the bombs on his plot.
While two bombs weighed 5 kg each, the third one was of 1.5 kg.

The Nayagaon police reached the spot and promptly informed the bomb disposal squad.
Villagers said the bombs had been found several times in the area.
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Militant killed in Pulwama encounter

One militant was killed and three security personnel were injured in a gunfight between the
hiding militants and the security forces personnel in the Tral area of Pulwama district in south
Kashmir today.

Acting upon specific information about the presence of militants in Mir Mohalla, Dadsar in
the Tral area, the police and security forces cordoned off the area early this morning.

The gunfight broke out when the militants hiding in a house fired indiscriminately and hurled
grenades on a search party, resulting in injuries to at least three security personnel.
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Health

Jaundice cases on the rise in Shimla

Himachal Health Minister Rajiv Bindal has disclosed that 264 cases of hepatitis-E have been
reported from Shimla town recently due to consumption of contaminated water from natural
sources. The intermixing of drinking water with sewerage leakage is the main cause of
diseases.
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32 killed in Iraq blast

Suicide bombers struck in quick succession on Wednesday in a former insurgent stronghold
northeast of Baghdad, killing at least 32 people, just days before a crucial election that will
determine who will govern the country as American forces depart.

The blasts in Baqouba, including one by a bomber who rode in an ambulance to a hospital
and blew himself up there, were the deadliest in more than a month.

Magnitude 6.4 earthquake hits Taiwan

A 6.4 magnitude quake struck southern Taiwan on Thursday, with an epicentre 35 kilometres
(22 miles) deep, the US Geological Survey said. No tsunami warning was immediately
issued.

The quake, which hit about 70 kilometres from the main southern city of Kaohsiung, was felt
as far away as the capital Taipei in the north of the island.

Taiwan is regularly hit by earthquakes as the island lies near the junction of two tectonic
plates. A 7.6-magnitude quake killed around 2,400 people in September 1999.
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