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Law and Order

Fresh terror alert

Intelligence agencies on Friday sounded a fresh terror alert in Kolkata, Mumbai and Delhi,
following reports that terrorists had sneaked into these cities. Security has been beefed up at
key installations.

Security beef-ups: the heightened security measures are put in place in order to avert any
terror strike by the terrorists. Such arrangements could cause delay & checking at various
check points. It is advised to leave early for destinations in order to mitigate delays.

Highway robbers’ gang smashed, five nabbed
Five persons, allegedly involved in a spate of highway robberies in outer Delhi, were arrested
here and looted goods seized from them.

The arrested persons have been identified as Ashok Kumar (48), Ekant Bansal (28), Sikander
Kumar (27), Rafiq (29) and Irshad Ali (30), they said.

One foreign-make pistol, five live cartridges, a looted truck with 193 quintals of rice and a
stolen motorcycle were recovered from their possession.

They were operating in Outer district of the capital. With their arrest, six cases of highway
robbery and vehicle theft have been solved.

The five were arrested from Rohini Sector-3 yesterday after a trap was laid on a tip-off that
they would come to the spot to dispose of a looted truck. However, their another accomplice
managed to escape taking advantage of darkness.

CBI arrests MD of software company for piracy

The CBI on Friday arrested the managing director of a software firm for allegedly carrying
out piracy of Microsoft products. The accused, Kamlesh Jha, who heads a Dwarka-based
firm, K K Solutions, was a gold certified partner of Microsoft, the complainant in the case.

It was alleged in the complaint that the accused along with his associates was involved in
high-end counterfeiting and piracy of Microsoft software products by various means. It was
also alleged in the complaint that the suspect was obtaining the counterfeited CDs, packaging
material and fake Certification of Authenticity (COAs) from China and after obtaining the
genuine product key number, by tempering the genuine products, was putting it on the fake
COA s and selling it in the market.
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Law & Order

Scribe's flat in Chembur burgled
The Tilak Nagar police are on the lookout for unidentified persons who broke into the house
of a TV journalist and stole gold ornaments worth Rs 2 lakh to 3 lakh on Friday.

According to the police, the incident occurred on the ground floor flat at BMC Building on P
L Lokhande Marg in Chembur.

Senior inspector R M Gavit said that they have registered a case of house-breaking and theft
against unidentified person. Further investigations are on.
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Law and Order

Strike hits textile business in Karur

The two-day shutters down strike by the handloom textile producers in Karur district has
come at time that could hardly be termed the best or the worst.

Coming in the midst of the handloom week that is being celebrated between December 21
and 27, the strike has sought to highlight the difficulties the sector was facing and the need to
redress the grievances.

However, the handloom weavers have a different story to tell and press for continued action
against erring textile units that divert varieties meant for process under handloom to power
loom to make some quick bucks.

Over 500 units owing allegiance to the Karur District Weaving and Knitting Factory Owners’




Association resorted to the strike on Tuesday and Wednesday that left handloom textiles
worth Rs. 15 crore getting piled up for want of activity in the units. It is estimated that over
8,000 skilled workers would have lost jobs on the two days.

Health

Other News

Power shutdown today
Power supply will be suspended for maintenance work on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in
the following areas.

Shenoy Nagar: Anna Nagar East — Green Garden, L and O Blocks, and Ganapathy Colony.
Anna Nagar North: Police Quarters and Q and T Blocks.

Shanti Colony: Shenoy Nagar West — 2nd Main Road and 8th Cross Street.

Royapettah: Shaik Dawood Street, MPM Street, Agathimuthan Street, Besant Road,
Arumuga Achari Street, Thangavelu Vaithiar Street, Angamuthu Street, Thirunavukarasu
Street, Serfudin Garden Street, Subramani Garden Street, Niyamathullah Street, Weaver
Street and Koyaarunagiri 1st Street.

Ramapuram: Bharathi Salai, Sathya Nagar, Mugalivakkam, Manapakkam, Nesapakkam,
Venkataraman Salai, Venkateswara Nagar, Valluvar Salai, Sabari Nagar, Ramapuram,

Poonamallee High Road, Jaya Balaji Nagar, Sollaipallam (MGR Nagar) and Poothapedu.

Arumbakkam: Andavar Nagar 5th, 6th and 7th Streets, Ramamoorthy Street, and parts of
Gangai Amman Kaoil Street and surrounding places.
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Short-distance train services cancelled

The South Central Railway has cancelled about 70 passenger/short-distance express trains
scheduled for Saturday.

According to SCR officials, the decision was taken as the Railways had suffered heavy losses
due to damage to tracks, signalling equipment and other installations during the bandh call
given by political parties.

In all, 24 passenger train services have been cancelled in the Secunderabad Muthkhed-
Secunderabad section, six services in Secunderabad-Kazipet-Secunderabad section, nine
services in the Kazipet-Dornakal-Kazipet section, 12 services in Kazipet-Ballarshah-Kazipet
section, 15 services in Secunderabad-Mahbubnagar-Secunderabad section and four services
in Secunderabad-Nalgonda-Secunderabad section
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Ex-MD of sugar mill kidnapped

Former managing director (MD) of a sugar factory in Sangli was allegedly kidnapped by
some unidentified people near Parvati on December 19 for ransom.

The Dattawadi police have identified the victim as Madhukar Narayan Khurjekar (67), a
resident of Sahakarnagar. A complaint was lodged by his daughter Anupa Khurjekar (27)
with the Dattawadi police station on Thursday (December 24).

On December 19, Khurjekar had gone to his sister's place at Maharashtra Housing colony in
Parvati. In the afternoon, he left her house around 3 pm citing some work. He was missing

since then. On Thursday he contacted his daughter and told her that some people have
kidnapped him and are demanding Rs 5 lakh to release him.
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Law & Order

Cops bust fake voter I-card gang

Police claimed to have busted a gang engaged in making fake voter-identity cards on Friday.
They also arrested Abhai Nath Sahai, the kingpin, in this connection, said Sujit Kumar,
station house officer-in-charge of Buddha Colony police station.

Police had been keeping a close watch on Sahai's activities for the past few days. A police
team, comprising Kumar and SI BK Mad-hvi, carried out the raid near Boring Canal Road
and arrested the kingpin.

Kumar said police have seized voter I-cards, scanning machines, printers, raw materials,
other commodities and even the hallmark of the Election Commission.
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42nd swine flu death in Chandigarh, 6 new cases

With a middle-aged woman succumbing to the HIN1 virus, the number of deaths from swine
flu in Chandigarh has risen to 42, officials said Friday. The city also reported six new cases.
The woman died at the Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research (PGIMER)
here.

So far over 700 patients have been screened for swine flu in hospitals here, of which nearly
300 tested positive. In December alone, nearly 300 positive cases of swine flu and 32 deaths
were reported here.
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5 shops broken into in Vastrapur, Rs 21K stolen
In a string of shop break-ins, thieves raided five shops on Thursday night. However, the haul




was restricted to Rs 21,800, said Vastrapur police station officials.

According to cops, a shop in Premium Apartment and four in Akshardeep Complex,
adjoining buildings in Lad Society area, were targeted by robbers who broke the shutters to
enter inside and steal cash and goods.

Among those looted are, Muskan Medical Store, Dhanlakshmi Fruit Store, Sampark
Medicines, Jay Ambe Paan Parlour and Maruti Traders where cash, mobile phones and a
PCO instrument was taken. The theft also includes two kg of imported apples.
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Panthers Party calls for Jammu bandh

Different political groups have stepped up campaign against the recommendations of the
Working Group on Centre-State relations.

While the BJP has been devising a strategy to launch a mass movement on this issue, the
Jammu and Kashmir National Panthers Party (JKNPP) has given a call for Jammu bandh on
Monday to lodge protest against the recommendations.

JKNPP chief Bhim Singh, while addressing a meeting of party workers, exhorted the people
to shun their political differences and oppose the report, which according to him, was
prepared to fulfill the agenda of the ruling National Conference.

Terming the report as biased which deserved to be dumped without any further discussion,
Bhim Singh appealed to the people, particularly the youth and students, to share the
responsibilities for demonstrating the anger of the people of Jammu and Ladakh in particular
by a peaceful bandh on Monday.

Militant hideout busted in Poonch

The Army troops late last night busted a hideout of militants near the Line of Control (LoC)
in Poonch district and recovered arms and ammunitions, police officials said. As per the
details available, the troops of 52 Rashtriya Rifles last night conducted a search operation in
Janta Morh-Sabzian area located near the LoC and busted a hideout.

An army official said it had recovered a UBG launcher, a rifle, a Rocket Projectile Grenade,
ten magazines, 160 rounds of Pika gun, 203 rounds of AK rifle and two grenades from the
place.
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Maoists warn village heads against police action, Jharkhand

Maoists have started threatening gram pradhans or village heads and rural police
(chowkidars) with dire consequences if any member of the CPI(Maoist) outfit is arrested or if
police raid their hideouts.

CPI(Maoist) through posters put up at several villages under Shikaripara block of Dumka
district, have threatened that village heads and chowkidars would be killed under the above-
mentioned circumstances for being police informers.

On Friday morning, villagers woke up to see Maoist posters at various places in the three
villages of Haripur, Maluti and Pinargarhia, which are considered to be Maoist strongholds.
Although police rermoved these posters on being informed, it has sparked large-scale terror
among the common people, especially village heads and chowkidars who have proved to be a
soft target for the outfit.

Rape bid on 2 Russian girls in Goa
Two Russian girls have alleged that a taxi driver attempted to rape them last night at Anjuna
beach while they were returning from a Christmas party.

Both girls in their complaint lodged at Anjuna police station said they had to jump out of the
taxi to escape from his clutches and hide in the woods for almost five hours waiting for the
dawn.

Olga Tyurina (29) and Irina Babayan (25) were returning from a discotheque at Saligao in




North Goa after attending Christmas party.

Both the girls, who know little English, have told police that an unidentified taxi driver,
whom they had hired to drop them back to their hotel at Baga, took them to Anjuna beach.

The taxi driver who initially had agreed for Rs 300 took them by another road pretending to
avoid police picketing at 2:20 am. He stopped at Anjuna beach and demanded Rs 1,000
instead, they said. When we protested, he tried to grab us. We were horrified and jumped out
of the taxi and took shelter in the woods nearby.

The girls said they were in the jungle for almost five hours and left from there only in the
morning. The police complaint was lodged this morning at 07.00.

Advisory: Crimes against woman in Goa especially against woman. Have increased over the
past few months. It is advisable to visit beaches & Hotels in group and not to strike up
conversation/ relationships with strangers.

It is advised that female foreign nationals exercise extreme caution while traveling alone in
the city. Although GOA is considered safe for females in comparison to other cities, recent
cases of assault against woman call for caution and carefulness
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Two more H1N1 positive cases reported in city, Surat

The total number of swine flu positive cases till date in the city has risen to 106 with the
detection of two more H1N1 cases in the past 36 hours, Twelve more suspected cases were
reported till Friday and a dozen blood samples were sent to Ahmedabad, out of which four
have tested positive. At present, 30 patients are under treatment at Rajkot Civil Hospital and
other private hospitals.

Swine flu status in Surat
Suspected cases 529
Positive cases — 106

Death till date 20
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Man tries to bomb US plane in attempted terror attack

A Nigerian man with reported links to al-Qaida tried to blow up a US airliner with a new type
of explosive device Friday before being tackled by passengers in what officials said was an
attempted Christmas Day terror attack.

Some travellers aboard Northwest Airlines Flight 253 from Amsterdam to Detroit panicked
but others sprang into action, overwhelming the man as he lit the device, which reportedly
made a popping sound and burst into flames.

The suspect's clothes caught fire and he suffered serious burn wounds. The incident could
have been "catastrophic,” US Representative Peter King told US media.
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