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Law and Order

Railways beef up security at stations in capital

The Delhi division of Indian Railways has been instructed by both the home and railway
ministries to step up security at railway stations and on trains travelling to Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Bihar, and UP after a high-intensity bomb was
found in a sleeper coach of Delhi-bound UP Sampark Kranti Express.

Special emphasis will be paid to the security of Rajdhanis and Sampark Krantis as the
Bhubaneshwar Rajdhani was targeted, twice, by ultra-Left elements in the recent past.

The bomb in the UP Sampark Kranti Express was discovered at Mahoba railway station in
UP and later defused, North Central Railway officials said on Thursday. "A high-intensity
bomb was found in the S-2 coach of the UP Sampark Kranti train at Mahoba railway station
on Wednesday night," UP principal secretary (home) Kunwar Fateh Bahadur and director-
general of police Karamveer Singh said.

The incident comes days after Maoists threatened to target trains more often.

Faridabad pump manager shot at

A petrol pump manager was seriously injured when at least five masked assailants attacked
him inside the petrol pump in an attempt to loot the establishment on Wednesday night. The
incident was reported near the Bhabola village near Faridabad on NH-2 on the Delhi-Mathura
Highway. The victim — Dinesh — was rushed to the Escorts Hospital.

Man stabbed, robbed of Rs 13 lakh
A 35-year-old man was beaten and stabbed in the leg when he tried to resist three robbers
who snatched Rs 12.90 lakh from him in Greater Kailash Part-11 around 1pm on Thursday.

The victim has been identified as Kishan Lal, an employee of one Karni Telecom Private
Limited. The firm is an authorized dealer of Tata Indicom phones.

He was going to the GK-Il branch of Corporation Bank when three men on motorcycle
started following him.

He was few metres away from the bank when the robbers waylaid him. When he resisted,
they hit him with a country-made pistol and stabbed him on the left leg.

Fire in factory

A factory manufacturing coir mattress in Sahibabad caught fire yesterday morning. Goods
worth several lakhs were gutted. However, there was no loss of life. Some people sustained
injuries due to commotion and panic.

Leakage in the cooking gas cylinder led to the blaze.
The incident was reported from Khanna Coir factory in Sahibabad industrial area around 8

am today. Eight fire-engines from Sahibabad, Ghaziabad and Noida were pressed into
service. The firemen took over two hours to extinguish the blaze.
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UK airspace closed; Air India postpones flights

Kingfisher Airlines and Jet Airways on Thursday cancelled their flights to London while Air
India postponed its services to Toronto and London which were to take off tonight as airspace
was closed over several North European airports due to drifting ash from a volcano in
Iceland.

While Kingfisher cancelled all its flights to London from Mumbai and Delhi for today, Jet
cancelled two flights from the two Indian metropolises and one from London to Delhi.

It is advised to call the airline office to know their flight schedule before proceeding for
airports.
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Three killed in Santa Cruz blaze

Three men were charred to death when a fire gutted an ‘illegal’ garment warehouse in the
congested area of Khotwadi, Santa Cruz (W) in the wee hours of Thursday. The victims—
Ramdev Dhala (22), Pappu Vaidya (22) and Ramesh Kavatra (20)—all in their youth, hailed
from a middleclass family at Rajkot in Gujarat and had migrated to Mumbai a few years ago
to learn the ropes of the family-run garment business. Officials and eye-witnesses say the fire
started around 4 am.

The fire bridge arrived 20 minutes after the alert was sounded, but was unable to save the
youth who were trapped on the first floor of the structure. Three men who also worked at the
warehouse were sleeping on the ground floor, and were rescued by locals. But the cries of
help from the victims trapped on the first floor haunt the rescuers.
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1,000 private water tankers to go off road on Friday

As the strike by private tanker owners entered its second day, residents and employees of
software companies on OMR, who are completely dependent on tankers for water supply,
found their taps dry.

The situation is set to get worse with tanker owners in Ambattur, Poonamalle and the western
suburbs joining the strike by lorry owners in the southern suburbs. In all, more than 1,000
private water tankers will be off the roads on Friday.
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Burglary at P’kula house

Burglars decamped with jewellery and cash worth lakhs of rupees after breaking into a house
in Sector 12-A here on wednesday night. The owner of the house Captain Sushil Kapoor had
gone to attend the 175 years celebration of Gorkha Rifles at Dagshai in Himachal Pradesh at
the time of the incident.

The theft came to light yesterday morning when the family returned from Dagshai to find that
thieves had entered into the house by cutting the drawing room grill and took away jewllery
and cash.




They also took away 500 dollars from the almirah. Besides, they took away wrist watches,
cash, a mobile phone, silverware and some jewellery from his daughter’s room on the first
floor.
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Gujjar march: Stage set for Jaipur siege

Haunted by past misdemeanors of persistent procrastination, state government is now
exploring possibilities to sort out the Gujjar quota issue, as the agitating community members
are inching towards Jaipur and threaten to lay siege to the desert state capital within the next
few days.

However, going by the dilly-dally approach of the government and also the rigid attitude of
the community, the state seems to be heading for yet another impasse, despite the fact the
Gujjar agitations in the past have witnessed loss of lives as well as property. However, under
given circumstances, Gujjar community's latest demand of exclusive 5% quota, leaving aside
their previous demand of scheduled tribe status, seems to be a remote possibility.
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Hideout busted in Kishtwar
The security forces last evening busted a hideout of militants in a jungle in Kishtwar district
and recovered arms and ammunition.

The troops of the Rashtriya Rifles busted the hideout in the Tandar forest in Kishtwar district
and recovered two UBGL launchers, 10 UBGL rounds, a Chinese grenade, one RPG round,
one detonator, 20 rounds of AK rifle and one safety fuse. Sources claimed that Lashkar-e-
Toiba’s district commander Dawood Ahmed had been using the hideout before being shot
dead last month.
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Robbers shoot at youth, loot Rs 3.44L, Nagpur

Brazen miscreants fired two rounds at a 24-year-old youth and fled with Rs 3.44 lakh cash on
Thursday afternoon in an incident that sent chills down the spine of people at Kalamna, one
of the main commercial centres of the city.

Rajesh Bhujade, a temporary help with a grain merchant, was shot twice around 1.15 pm by
the motorcycle-borne youths who sped off with the cash as the victim lay hurt. Bhujade had
just withdrawn the cash from Punjab National Bank branch at Pardi Naka. He is a bachelor
and normally does not handle huge amounts of cash.

The incident brought back memories of murder of Lakhotia brothers on Central Avenue. The
robbers had fired on businessmen and took away huge amounts of cash from their office
some years back. Kalamna police, along with crime branch, have swung into action. Police
feel someone must have tipped-off the miscreants. Bhujade did not handle cash on a regular
basis nor was regularly entrusted with banking transactions.
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Explosions rock Myanmar's Yangon, at least 24 killed

At least 24 people were Killed and many wounded in three explosions at a new year water

festival in the former Myanmar capital of Yangon on Thursday.

The government has not blamed any group or indicated the cause of the explosions. There

were no immediate claims of responsibility.

The junta has in the past blamed bombings on anti-government dissident groups and separate
ethnic rebels seeking autonomy in the country that has been under military rule since 1962.




Witnesses said they heard three loud explosions at a pavilion alongside Kandawgyi Lake.
Hospital sources said 24 people had died.
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