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Naxal-hit states to form unified commands

Faced with a surge in Maoist violence, the four worst-hit states -- Chhattisgarh, Orissa, West
Bengal and Jharkhand -- agreed to form unified commands for anti-Naxal operations.

The decision came at the meeting of chief ministers and representatives of Naxal-affected
states as Prime Minister Manmohan Singh asked them to remain "united" and not let “inter-
personal issues"” come in the way of strategy to tackle the issue.

The Centre offered these four and three other Naxal-hit states which attended the
deliberations -- Bihar, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh -- more helicopters, logistical
support and financial assistance for the task aimed at stepping up the 'offensive' in a better
way.

Currently, similar commands exist in insurgency-hit Jammu & Kashmir and Assam. The
unified commands are basically created to ensure better synergy and coordination, command
and control among different security forces operating in a region against a common threat.
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Chlorine leak in Mumbai port area sparks panic

The leakage of chlorine gas at the Mumbai Port Trust (MbPT) warehouse at Hay Bunder near
Sewri sent waves of panic among thousands of residents and port workers who woke up in
the wee hours of Wednesday morning to breathlessness, nausea and coughing fits.

More than 120 people —including students of a nearby maritime college, labourers, port
workers, and fire-fighters involved in rescue operations — were admitted to various city
hospitals. Seventeen of those affected were in a critical condition at the time of going to
press. The impact of the leak was so deadly that flora and fauna in the vicinity turned white,
said officials.

Chlorine is a hazardous element. Sustained exposure to it at high concentrations can lead to
corrosion of lung linings and skin.

Andheri jeweller shot at in showroom

Three unidentified persons shot at the manager of Mahesh Notandass Jewellers in
Lokhandwala, Andheri (West), on Wednesday afternoon. Prashant Chhabria, 42, was hit in
the abdomen. He was rushed to a nearby private hospital, and is believed to be out of danger.

According to the police, the men who shot Chhabria are reportedly from the underworld and
the jeweller was receiving extortion calls since the past two to three months. This is the third
incident of firing in the western suburbs in the last two months.
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Bengal taxi strike today
Nearly 35,000 taxis are expected to be off the roads in the city and different parts of the State
on Thursday because of a 24-hour strike called by a section of the operators in protest against




the State Government refusal to accede to their demand for an increase in fares in the wake of
the increase in fuel prices.
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Alert in West Bengal as sixth swine flu case comes to the fore

After the detection of another case of swine flu, the threat of swine flu has re-emerged in
West Bengal with six persons testing positive for the A (HIN1) virus over the last week.

The matter of concern for officials of the State's Health Department is that none of the
affected individuals have been able to report their history of travel or coming into contact
with any person who has travelled abroad or to other States where the virus has resurfaced.
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H1N1 panic grips city again

The H1N1 flu panic peaked during July and August last year. It's that time of the year again,
it seems. With the virus gaining strength again, many flu cases are on a steady rise across the
state.

At Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Chest Diseases (RGICD), of 41 suspected patients, four were
tested positive for HIN1 flu in May. In June, of 83 suspected patients screened, eight were
positive. This month, at least 30 patients have been screened and four are found to be HIN1
flu positive.
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Terrorist held in Secunderabad

The Andhra Pradesh police on Wednesday arrested terror operative Vigaruddin Ahmed, who
was on the run for more than two years after masterminding the killing of a home guard and a
constable in the city.

On information that he was moving around in disguise, the police nabbed him when he came
to a roadside shop to buy vegetables at Padmaraonagar in Secunderabad.

The police were on the lookout for Vigaruddin ever since he went underground immediately
after the Mecca Masjid blast here in May 2007. He narrowly avoided arrest on December 3,
2008, after firing at two policemen. He is also believed to be behind the fatal attacks on
policemen at Falaknuma on May 18, 2009 and May 14, 2010.

Bomb threats put cops on the edge

A threat call stating a powerful bomb would explode at Buddha Bhavan and Jal Vihar on
Necklace Road put police on tenterhooks on Wednesday. With the city witnessing the arrest
of criminal Vigaruddin and four others during the day, police did not want to take any
chances and sprang into action.
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Cyber crime in the city shows upward trend

Increased internet transactions have led to a rise in cyber crime in the city. Till June this year,
240 cases have been registered with the cyber cell of the police as against 281 cases
registered during the whole of 2009.

These facts were presented by deputy commissioner of police (DCP) Rajendra Dahale at the
launch of a cyber awareness programme on Wednesday. Dahale added that in 2006 there
were just 79 complaints lodged at the cyber cell.

Increased internet transactions have led to a rise in cyber crime in the city. Till June this year,
240 cases have been registered with the cyber cell of the police as against 281 cases
registered during the whole of 20009.

These facts were presented by deputy commissioner of police (DCP) Rajendra Dahale at the
launch of a cyber awareness programme on Wednesday. Dahale added that in 2006 there
were just 79 complaints lodged at the cyber cell.
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Pistol-wielding miscreants rob youths of car
Some unidentified youths fired at two youths near herbal park on the dividing road of Sector
25 and 26 and took away their Skoda car here late this evening.

According to information, two youths Preet Ahluwalia (17) and Gandharv (19), residents of
Sectors 4 and 6, respectively, were coming from the Ramgarh side and had stopped near the
site. The accused, who were already waiting in their Indica and Verna cars there, snatched
their mobile phones and then asked for the key of Skoda (DL-2AF- 0011).

However, when the two hesitated to give the key, the accused fired shots near Preet’s feet to
terrorise them and fled the spot taking away the car towards Ramgarh. However, Preet
immediately found his mobile nearby and informed his parents about the incident. The
parents further informed the police that immediately reached the spot.
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Restrictions lifted from entire Valley

Barring downtown Srinagar, restrictions were lifted from the entire Kashmir valley today
while normal life continued to remain adversely affected in response to the separatists’ bandh
call in protest against the human rights violations.

A day after Chief Minister Omar Abdullah and leaders of other mainstream parties paid floral
tributes to the martyrs of July 13, 1931, amid tight security arrangements here yesterday; the
restrictions were lifted from the entire Kashmir valley. However, these remained in force in
the areas under four police stations of Khanyar, Nowhatta, MR Gunj and Safakadal to avoid
any untoward incident
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Thousands urged to evacuate homes as heavy rains hit Japan
Hundreds of thousands of people in western and southern Japan have been urged to evacuate
their homes as heavy rains caused mudslides and flooded houses, killing two and leaving

some missing.

The Meteorological Agency said early on Thursday that torrential rain was expected to hit
western and eastern Japan later in the day.
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