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Law and Order

Lid off fuel adulteration, perfume rackets

The CBI has busted a fueladulteration racket in the city and unearthed a scam in which fake
perfume products were manufactured and supplied under well-known brand names. Hinting
at the collusion of government officials, who were supposed to check such illegal practices, a
CBI spokesperson said these crimes were organised economic scandals which were not
possible without the involvement of these officials.

The units are in several places, including Vishnu Garden in Khyala, Bagh Kare Khan in
Kishanganj, and Narsingh Garden in Khyala.

The total worth of seizure by the CBI runs into Rs 2 crore and the turnover of the business of
the accused is about Rs 5 crore per year.

Petrol pumps’ strike today

All petrol pumps and CNG stations will be closed today after a strike call given by the Delhi
NCR Diesel Petrol Pump Association in protest against the value added tax (VAT) imposed
on diesel.

The VAT was imposed in the first week of May after the budget session of the Assembly was
over. It had been announced by the Delhi finance minister, A. K. Walia.

There are 408 petrol pumps in Delhi, including 70 CNG stations. They will down their
shutters from 6 am to the next day. If the government does not withdraw VAT, the
association will close their pumps every Monday after May 24. If this does not work either,
they may go on an indefinite strike, said acting president of the Diesel Petrol Pump
Association, Ajay Bansal.
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Fire breaks out at mall under BMC scanner

A shopping complex in Oshiwara caught fire on Thursday morning. Incidentally, the three-
storeyed Shangrila Hira Panna mall was under the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) scanner for violation of fire-safety rules.




The blaze, which started at 4.45 am, threatened to spread to the top floors, where several shop
workers and employees were stranded on the terrace. But fire brigade personnel successfully
rescued more than a dozen people, including an eight-year-old boy who was reportedly
hiding there.

Thursday's fire capped over a dozen similar fires at malls or commercial centres in the last six
months. Fire brigade officials have often complained that many of these establishments are
virtual death traps. The last serious incident occurred at a Borivli (W) mall, where a fire
brigade officer died in February this year.
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Three-day ATM strike this month

Brace for long queues at bank branches for three days as the Bengal Provincial Bank
Employees' Association has decided to go for a three-day ATM strike later this month in
Bengal.

It has called a shutdown on May 17, 28 and 29 demanding minimum wages notified by the
Centre and eight-hours-a-day work for ATM contract employees. The ATMs of 14 PSU
banks, including SBI, and five private sector banks are under the purview of the strike.

Some of the banks that will be affected are Bank of India, Bank of Baroda, PNB, Allahabad
Bank, Central Bank, Union Bank, Bank of Maharashtra, United Bank of India, UCO Bank,
Andhra Bank, Vijaya Bank, Bank of Rajasthan, Yes Bank, Federal Bank and Karur Vysya
Bank. These banks have over 2,000 ATMs across the state and have over 4,000 contract
employees.
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Gang in auto robs bizman of Rs 60,000




A 62-year-old small-time businessman was on Thursday morning dragged into an
autorickshaw in Parrys by an unidentified gang, a sedative allegedly sprayed in his face and
Rs 60,000 snatched from him. He was then pushed out on to the road.

Around 6 am, Antony Raj stepped off an MTC bus and was walking along Rajaji Salai when
an auto stopped near him and he was dragged in. Raj screamed and some passers-by rushed
there but those in the auto sent them away saying the senior citizen (Raj) had left home after
quarrelling with family members and that they were taking him back.
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Traffic changes on Rajiv Gandhi Salai
The police have announced certain modifications in the vehicular movement between the
Tidel Park junction and CSIR Road junction on Rajiv Gandhi Salai to ease traffic congestion.

Additional Commissioner of Police (Traffic) M. Ravi said the changes would be
implemented on a trial basis and come into force from Friday. The changes would be in force
only on week days.

According to a release, the traffic modification would be in force from 8.30 a.m. to 11 a.m.
and between 5.30 p.m. and 8 p.m. As per the proposed changes, vehicles coming on Rajiv
Gandhi Salai from Madhya Kailash junction and proceeding towards Taramani and Tidel
Park would not be allowed to take a right turn into CSIR Road. They should go straight and
take a ‘U’ turn at SRP Tools junction and take a left into CSIR Road.

Vehicles coming on CSIR Road and intending to proceed to Taramani will not be allowed to
take a right turn at the Rajiv Gandhi Road-CSIR Road junction. They should take a left turn
and proceed on Rajiv Gandhi Salai and take a ‘U' turn at the Tidel Park junction and reach
their destination.
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Fake currency gang busted

The police, led by Bhimavarm Circle-Inspector Rama Varma and I-Town Sub-Inspector D.
Venkateswara Rao busted a gang involved in circulation of fake currency and gold and
arrested seven persons, including a couple. The fake currency with a face value of Rs. 70,000,
fake gold weighing 1kg, 21 Dubai gold coins of similar nature, a printer used for
multiplication of the fake currency, a couple of autorickshaws and three motorcycles were
recovered from the accused persons.
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Rs 50L looted in train dacoity

Armed goons looted passengers of 320 Giridih-Mughalsarai train between Phuljhar and
Musmunda stations in Giridih district on Wednesday night. Cash and valuables worth Rs 50
lakh were looted and eight persons, including two railway staff, were injured in the incident.

Passengers said the train left Giridih station at around 11.20 pm and dacoits stopped it after
15 minutes at a place between Phuljhar and Musmunda stations under the Asansol railway
division. The place is about 15 km from Giridih station. Passengers claimed some of the
miscreants were already on board and others joined them when the train stopped. Numbering
over 30, the goons went on a looting spree in all the compartments. The train had no police
escort.
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Gujjar faction sets June 13 deadline

Leadership struggle within the Gujjar community took a turn — only time will tell whether
it's for better or worse — when thousands of them poured in for yet another ‘mahapanchayat’

here on Thursday.

The meet announced a fresh date — June 13 — for choking all the highways in the state if the
state government did not yield by June 1 to their demand of 5% reservation in the 80,000
government jobs announced recently. Also featuring now on their charter is a request by the

state to the Centre to create a ‘Gujjar regiment' in the defence.
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Intrusion bid foiled
The BSF foiled another infiltration bid from across the border at the Abdullian Border
Outpost (BOP) in the RS Pura Sector of Jammu district here yesterday.

Although senior officers of the BSF are tight-lipped about the incident, During patrolling last
night, jawans observed the movement of some persons near the zero line. When asked to
surrender, the infiltrators started firing on the jawans. The jawans retaliated and forced the
infiltrators to flee back. A search operation was launched in the RS Pura sector early
Thursday morning, which continued till evening.
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2 booked for Rs 8L fraud, Nagpur
A company manager was cheated by two of his copartners with whom he had signed a deal.

The accused have been identified as Gopal and Vinay. Last year the victim Rakesh Kumar
(47), manager of Makhan Associated Chant House and a resident of Pathankot, had bought
five trucks from the two accused and paid them Rs 13 lakh.

However, the accused delivered only two trucks worth Rs 5 lakh and duped him of the
remaining Rs 8 lakh.

The victim waited till Wednesday and lodged a complaint against the accused at Ambazari
police station.
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Car bomb kills 7 in Shiite area of Iraqi capital
Iragi officials say seven people were killed and 25 wounded when a parked car exploded near
a cafe in the Sadr City slum in eastern Baghdad.

Police and hospital officials say the blast on Wednesday evening took place near a popular
cafe where young people were gathered.

The casualty information was given by a Sadr City police officer and an official at the Imam
Ali hospital where the wounded were taken. Both spoke on condition of anonymity because




they are not authorised to disclose information to the media.

Health

Other News

International Alerts > Top




