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Law and Order 

Trader shot at in Ghaziabad 
A Delhi-based trader was shot at by two unidentified assailants in his house here yesterday. A 

property dispute is suspected to be the reason for the attack. According to the police, Ravi 

Prakash Gupta, owner of a spare parts store at Delhi Gate, wanted to sell his house in the 

Rajendra Nagar area here. 

 

He was discussing the matter with two property dealers and three prospective buyers in the 

morning when the assailants entered the house and opened fire before escaping. 

 

One of the bullets hit Gupta in the thigh. He was admitted to a local private hospital where he 

was stated to be out of danger. 

 

The police initially said the assailants came with an intention of robbery but later changed the 

reason to a dispute over property. 
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High tide & heavy rain may flood Mumbai 
Mumbaikars may have a difficult time on Wednesday when a combination of the year's 

highest tide and heavy rainfall may cause flooding. 

 

Indian Meteorological Department has predicted heavy rainfall in some areas on Wednesday. 

"There are chances of heavy rainfalls in some areas of the city and suburbs on Wednesday," 

said a weather official. 

 

On Wednesday afternoon, the tide is likely to be as high as 4.9 metre. The disaster control 

unit of BMC said that the tide would not have any effect if there is no rain. 

 

"But if there is heavy rainfall during the high tide period, the city might be submerged again," 

said an official from the disaster control unit. The high tide will start from 2:14 pm on 

Wednesday. 
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Health 
First H1N1 death in state this season confirmed 

The state health department on Tuesday confirmed the death of a 34-year-old man infected 

with A (H1N1) in Tiruneveli. This is the first death of an H1N1 patient this season, even as 

five more persons across the state, including two in Chennai, tested positive for the deadly 

virus. In the past one-and-a-half years, the state had recorded seven deaths due to the virus. 
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ATM machine with Rs 10 lakh stolen 
An ATM with Rs 10 lakh cash has been stolen from the State Bank of Patiala's unguarded 

ATM centre here. 

 

When the ATM centre in Singasandra on Hosur Road was opened by bank Manager K 

Ramachandran in the morning, the second ATM machine in which Rs 10 lakh cash had been 

kept was found missing. The bank has not posted any security guard at the ATM centre. 
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Seven more test positive 
Seven people tested positive for swine flu on Tuesday. While four cases are from the city, the 

other three cases are from Mahbubnagar, Kurnool and Ranga Reddy. 

 

State health authorities said that three patients are admitted at Area Hospital, Nampally, and 

one each at Apollo Hospital, Osmania General Hospital, Chest Hospital and Gandhi Hospital. 

 

Since January this year, the number of positive cases for H1N1 Influenza touched 64 on 

Tuesday. 
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Power shutdown today 
There will be no power supply in the following areas on Wednesday. 

 

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.: Rehmathnagar, Bangaru Maisamma temple. 
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Maoist fear triggers police exodus from outpost 
Panic gripped people and the men in khaki in Keonjhar's Telkoi on Tuesday after information 

reached that the Maoists were hiding in nearby forests and could attack the outpost anytime. 

 

Telkoi is close to Daitary from where the Maoists kidnapped a police assistant sub-inspector 

Umesh Chandra Marandi last Thursday after setting the police station and a forest office on 

fire. The whereabouts of the ASI is still not known. 

 

Sources said the police panicked by the reports have since vacated all their staff and arms 

from the nearly Kalihata outpost in Telkoi. 

 



Reports have also reached that the Maoists had blocked the Khuntapada-Kaliahata road with 

trees near Bena village, besides putting up posters there. Transport services to more than 15 

villages had been affected, as vehicle owners are scared to ply on the road. Reports are that  

Maoists had entrenched their presence in the hill-locked Kaliahata, Khuntapada, Krushnapur, 

Padang, Bena, S N Purujoda, Malanda, Benajhari, Gopinathpur, Sanklei, Talapada, 

Godinarda, Rangamatia, Similipal and other tribal villages. Police officials are afraid of going 

to the area. People from many villages have also opted out to flee, the sources pointed out. 
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Law & Order 

Major killed in Poonch encounter 
An Army Major was killed and six other personnel, including a Colonel, were injured in an 

encounter with suspected Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorists in the Mandhar sector of Poonch on 

Tuesday night. 

 

Major Amit Phunge was killed in the operation while Col. Ajay Katoch of the 47 Rashtriya 

Rifles was injured when the terrorists resorted to heavy fire and lobbed grenades, official 

sources said. 

 

The Army team had gone to the spot following information that 15 Pakistan-based terrorists 

had sneaked in. The Army cordoned off the area and launched a search operation. 

 

Frequent strikes hit Valley’s economy hard 
The ongoing strikes and curfew in the Valley are making a severe dent in the economy of the 

state. The state is incurring a loss of around Rs 161crore on each day of strike. 

 

In the current year, as per the figures available from the Finance Ministry, the state has lost 

Rs 6,762 crore so far due to strikes, with tourism, trade and business being the worst-hit 

sectors. 

 

In the current year, there have been 37 days of strike and five days of curfew in the Valley 

and the state has suffered a loss of more than Rs 6,762 crore. 

 

In the two decades of turmoil, the state has lost 1,582 mandays of work thus suffering a 

whooping Rs 2,54,702 crore loss, besides other damage to public property and infrastructure 

as a large number of bridges, schools and other government buildings were damaged. The 

Valley has lost more than four years of period to strikes and shutdowns during the same 

period. 

 

The tourism industry, considered to be the backbone of the state economy, too has suffered a 

serious blow due to the ongoing turmoil. The Valley this year has been expecting around 15 

to 16 lakh tourists, most of whom have cancelled their bookings due to the prevailing tension. 
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More bombs and weapons seized 
The police seized country-made bombs, weapons and incriminating material in raids at the 

offices of the Popular Front of India (PFI) and its political arm, the Social Democratic Party 

of India (SDPI), houses of their activists and suspected locations in different parts of the State 

on Tuesday. 

 

In Kannur, raids continued for the second consecutive day on Tuesday, this time in 20 places 

across the district. The police seized 26 country-made bombs, 17 of them from an SDPI 

office at Punnad, near Iritty, and eight powerful ‘steel' bombs from Parad, near Panur, which 

comes under the Kolavallur police station limits. They also unearthed swords and iron rods. 

 

In a related development, the Thalassery police registered a case against 50-odd PFI workers 

for staging a demonstration in the town on Monday in protest against the raids. 
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Obama warns Africans over Shebab, al-Qaida 
President Barack Obama said Tuesday after the Uganda bombings that groups like Shebab 

and Al-Qaeda saw Africa as a place where life was cheap and innocents could be killed for 

little political cost. 

 

The blasts that ripped through a crowded bar and a restaurant in Kampala on Sunday have 

been claimed by Shebab insurgents in Somalia, who called them retaliation for the presence 

of Ugandan troops in Mogadishu. 

 

The bombings for which the death toll had risen to 76 overnight were the deadliest in East 

Africa since Al-Qaeda attacks against the US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in 1988. 

 

They were the first ever attack by the Shebab outside Somalia, marking an unprecedented 

internationalization of Somalia's 20-year-old civil war. 
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